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Appendix A: Definitions and Explanations of Subject 
Characteristics 


Appendix B: Accuracy of the Data 


Appendix C: Basis of Neighborhood Subdivisions 


INTRODUCTION 


Social and economic data from the 1970 U.S. Census was initially re- 
leased in computer tape form in June, 1972 as the Fourth Count Population A 
File. A tape containing data for census tracts in the City of Boston was 
made available to the Planning and Evaluation Department by the University 
Information Technology Corporation (UNITEL), a nonprofit subsidiary of Har- 
vard University and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. The raw data 
has been processed exactly as provided by the Census Bureau, but the table 
formats and the aggregations of census tracts by which neighborhood totals 
are provided were developed by the Planning Department. 


Since no more than one-quarter of the ninety-nine variables which are 
available on the Fourth Count Tape could be incorporated in these tables, 
only those which were felt to be most important to the social planning pro- 
cess were included. Where possible, separate categories of data were com- 
bined so that information is presented in the terms most often required by 
funding sources. Column and row headings are intended to be self-explanatory, 
but an explanation of the terms and categories employed is included in Appen- 
dix A. 


Each table presents totals for individual neighborhoods, all anti- 
poverty target areas combined, all nontarget areas combined, and for the 
City as a whole. The aggregations of census tracts comprising these areas 
are given in Appendix C with a census tract map of the City. A list of the 
abbreviations used in the column headings is given in Chart l. 


All of the variables presented in these tables were taken from a 20 per 
cent sample of individuals in the population, and while they are considered 
representative some inconsistencies may occur. In addition, the Census 
Bureau routinely suppresses returns when there are so few cases in a tract 
that individuals or households could be identified from published returns. 
For these reasons, City-wide totals, which are simply aggregates of census 
tracts, may not correspond exactly to those published by the Bureau. A 
detailed explanation of the sampling and suppression procedure is given in 
Appendix B. 


Individual tract reports for each of the tables in this publication are 
available from the Planning and Evaluation Department of ABCD, as are tabula- 
tions of other variables not published here. In addition, the Department will 
process these or other tables from the Fourth Count Population A File on a 
custom basis at a nominal cost for nonprofit users. 
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Chart One: Column Heading Abbreviations for Boston Neighborhoods 


Anti-Poverty Target Neighborhoods 
OLALST Allston-Brighton 


O2CHAS Charlestown 

O3CLPT Columbia Point 

Ol. DORC Dorchester 

OSEBOS East Boston 

O6JPLN Jamaica Plain 

O7NEND North End 

O8PHFN Parker Hill-Fenway 
O9RXND Roxbury-North Dorchester 
10SBOS South Boston 


11SEND South End 


Other Neighborhoods 
12BBBH Back Bay-Beacon Hill 


13CHIN Chinatown- Downtown 

L)HICV Harbor Islands & Crews of Vessels 
15HDPK = Hyde Park 

16MATT Mattapan (non-APAC Dorchester) 
17ROSL Roslindale 

18GOVT West End-Government Center 


19WROX West Roxbury 
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